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Dear Parent,  

We live in a world where preparing our children for school has become more than just buying 

the right school supplies or sports equipment, there so many policies and plans to review and 

understand, but being knowledgeable about many of the issues students are facing in schools 

can be our children’s best defense against victimization.  At Crime Stoppers, we take the safety 

of our children at school seriously and for almost 20 years have been working with students, 

parents and school faculty to ensure they are safe throughout the year. 

Over the summer, we had the pleasure of meeting with most school districts in the Greater 

Houston Area to discuss their safety plans for the upcoming 2015-2016 school year.  Districts 

take school safety very seriously.  Behind the scenes schools have been working hard to ensure 

that all students receive the best education in the safest environment.   

We have prepared this guide to better prepare you for the upcoming school year.  The guide 

contains general safety information that pertains to all school districts, as well as district 

specific updates and changes.  The information presented in this guide should be used only as a 

guide and we encourage you to reach out to your district should you have further questions.   

Overall, most districts have the same safety goals in mind, but each is unique in its approach.  

We felt that is was worth noting that when asked what was working in the district in regards to 

safety, most stated that it was the relationships between the school resources officers and 

students and staff.  They felt this was key in ensuring they feel comfortable in their 

surroundings. 

 

We wish you and your family a SAFE school year!  

 

Sincerely,  

Crime Stoppers of Houston  

 

PS - This information is also be available online at www.crime-stoppers.org. Thank you!  

 

 

 

http://www.crime-stoppers.org/
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School Safety Guide – Fall 2015 

Regardless of how you view school safety, or what school your child might attend, there are 

several factors every parent should know:   

 The Raptor System also known as V-Soft: This is the mechanism that scans your driver’s 
license once you enter your child’s school and compares it to information in the 
National Database of Registered Sex Offenders.  With more than 700,000 registered sex 
offenders in the United States, Raptor is a valuable tool in tracking who is entering your 
child’s school. The system, which is updated about once a week, manages custody 
issues, visitors, students, faculty and volunteers.* 

Did You Know: Registered sex offenders parents can be allowed on campus and only if 

escorted by school personnel or an officer.  In general a parent sex offender is allowed 

on campus for: meetings requested by the school, graduation, school events, to deliver 

or pick up items for their child. Ask your school specifically on their guidelines.   

Parents: Whether or not your school uses the Raptor System or some other form of 

software is an independent decision made by the school board. If this is of concern to 

you, get active and start asking. Also, lead by example! When visiting your child’s school, 

no matter how familiar you are with a campus and its staff, please follow all visitor 

guidelines. 

*Hall Pass is another effective visitor management system used in our area. 

 State of Texas Safety Standards:  These safety standards are based on best practices 
and the laws that are used to help provide a safe, secure, and supportive environment.  
For elementary and secondary schools, the district shall provide child abuse anti-
victimization programs, bullying prevention, a harassment policy and teen dating 
violence awareness for a secondary audience. Training is required for district personnel 
on suspected child abuse and neglect and bullying.   

Please refer to Attachment A for a full list of the Texas Unified School Safety and 
Security Standards. 

Did You Know: Crime Stoppers of Houston’s Safe School Program satisfies these school 
mandates and requirements free of charge?  

Parents: Ask your child’s school directly how they plan to satisfy these requirements. 
Talk to your children! We cannot stress how many children report that their parents do 
not talk to them about teen dating violence, bullying, or other issue pertinent to anti-
victimization.  
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 Bullying can be against the law and is one of the biggest issues facing students, 
parents and school officials.  Due to the rapid increase of adverse effects of bullying, 
Texas enacted anti-bullying laws in 2011.   

Please refer to Attachment B for a Bullying Prevention Flow Chart.  This flowchart 
should be used to help determine whether WRITTEN, VERBAL, ELECTRONIC, or 
PHYSICAL conduct can be considered bullying according to Texas Education Code, 
Section 37.0832. 

Did You Know: Rights include the removal of the bully off your campus and providing 
Internet Safety programs for students and staff among other statues.  Bullying is not 
only a school issue; it is a social issue.   

Parents: We encourage you to engage your child in conversations about bullying and 
immediately share any concerns about bullying or potential bullying at school with 
school officials.  It also is important to monitor social media and be watchful for 
cyberbullying. Crime Stoppers of Houston offers free programming on bullying and 
cyberbullying for parents, teachers and students.  

 School Nurse: Schools are not legally required to have a nurse.  Due to budget cuts 
sustained over recent years, many schools have chosen to dismiss their school nurse or 
employ them on a part time basis.   

Parents: Inquire about what procedures your child’s school has in place if your child 
should require medical attention. Have a plan in place for your child that meets his / her 
medical needs.  

 School Counselor: Schools are required to provide guidance and counseling programs to 
maintain or improve a student’s mental, behavioral, emotional, and social wellbeing.   
At this time, Texas lacks mandates to have a school counselor at each school; however, 
they can use community resources and/or district staff to meet this requirement.  If a 
school counselor is hired, they must meet state standards.   

Parents: Find out if your child’s school has a counselor your child can seek. It is also 
vitally important to share important mental health issues your child might have with 
appropriate personnel at the school.  
 

 Schools have a responsibility to respond promptly and effectively to known sexual 
harassment or sexual violence.  Title IX is a federal law that protects students and staff 
against sex-based discrimination, harassment or violence.  A criminal investigation does 
not relieve the school of duty.  Every school must have a Title IX coordinator and have 
established procedures.  Schools can also issue an immediate no contact order directive 
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preventing the accused of directly or indirectly contacting or interacting with the victim.  
This is not a court order issued restraining order but works the same while at school.  

Parents: At all times and especially before your children start school, we urge you to 
have open and honest conversations about discrimination, harassment and violence. 
Many children deal with these issues daily but internalize the pain. A child should not 
have to suffer alone or in silence.  

 Each independent school district is required to have a School Health Advisory Council 
(SHAC) that is comprised of district personnel, parents and community partners. The 
SHAC assesses prevention programs that your child receives in school among other 
responsibilities.   

Did You Know: As a parent, you can be part of the decision making process and voice 
questions and concerns. Parents also have the right to preview any curriculum and 
materials to be used during the year.   

Parents: When is the last time you exercised your rights to either review and/or vote on 
the process? Get involved as an advocate for your child and family. 

 The Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act Amendments of 1989 and the Drug-Free 
Workplace Act of 1988 requires all schools and institutions of higher education to adopt 
and implement a program to prevent the illicit use of drugs and the abuse of alcohol by 
students and employees. 

Did You Know: Crime Stoppers’ Safe School Program is in the schools daily. The #1 issue 
we deal with is the removal of drugs. Since 1997, our Safe School Program has reached 
over 940,000 students, solved almost 2,000 cases and removed almost 300 weapons 
from our children’s school campuses.  

In closing, we want to remind you that you as the parent continue to be the most influential 

player in this process.  Your participation and support is key and we encourage you to have 

age appropriate safety talks with your children.  Start with easy ways to stay safe such as 

locking the door behind them and move up to more complex issues.  Older children may see or 

hear about tragedies, often on social media, and may have questions or concerns.  Make sure 

you address those and remember that you may always contact Crime Stoppers of Houston for 

additional information on any school safety topic.  Give your child alternate adults in their lives 

they can talk to if they do not feel comfortable discussing sensitive or personal topics with you.  

Remember, these important conversations start at home with you and should happen on a 

regular basis.   
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Below you will find the district specific updates and changes.  As a reminder, the information 

presented in this guide should be used only as a guide and we encourage you to reach out to 

your district should you have further questions.  

Aldine ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 281-449-1011 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Aldine ISD will be adding four (4) new officers to enhance school patrols.  They will also be 
enhancing video capabilities at campuses and facilities. 
 
 
Alief ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 281-498-8110 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Alief ISD will be adding vestibules and card entry systems at every campus.  They will also 
implement new software to monitor social media.  
 
 
Channelview ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 281-452-8002 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Channelview ISD will continue their officer training to ensure that they are fully trained and 
prepared.  
 
 
Clear Creek ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 281-284-0000 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Clear Creek ISD added fencing to all elementary schools and bike racks were moved inside 
the fence.  They will be adding vestibules in the elementary schools.  
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Crosby ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 281-328-9200 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Crosby’s superintendent, Dr. Moore, will send messages to parents to alert them on different 
safety topics and alerts, via social media and text messaging.  They will offer prevention tips 
on the website on topics such as bullying, suicide, dating violence, etc.  They will offer suicide 
prevention training to all employees.  Their entire crisis management district wide team will 
provide training and information for staff, students and parents on an ongoing basis. 
 
 
Cy-Fair ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 281-897-4000 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Cy-Fair ISD will be adding officers to keep up with the growth of the district, bringing the total 
to 120 officers. 
 

 

Dayton ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 936-258-2667 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Dayton ISD will offer monthly safety sessions after school for campus and community 
members regarding general safety and topics such as active shooter and human trafficking. 
 

 

Deer Park ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 832-668-7000 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Deer Park ISD will implement a behavioral surveillance system which will monitor suspicious 
behavior and notify administration. They will also have WatchDogs in all the elementary 
schools. 
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Fort Bend ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 281-634-1000 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Fort Bend ISD’s Chief Rider will send out a monthly safety message to the community.  
Vestibules have been added to all the campuses, as well as additional officers.  They have 
added cameras on campuses and updated the existing ones.  They have hired a dedicated 
person to run emergency  planning. 
 

 

Galena Park ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 832-386-1000 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Galena Park ISD improved security on its 24 campuses by upgrading to over 1,500 IP cameras. 
The high quality images will provide better security for our students and staff.  This summer 
the district received a scholarship to the Texas School Safety Center’s 2015 Youth 
Preparedness Camp, increasing preparedness in our community by empowering our youth. 
 

 

Goose Creek ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 281-420-4800 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
All new Goose Creek ISD schools have vestibules and older schools were retro fitted this 
summer. 
 
 
Houston ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 713-556-6000 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Houston ISD purchsed body cameras were for all the officers.  The disctrict has a mobile app 
called my-eop that parents or anyone can download free of charge. To download, search my-
eop and then select HISD.  The app gives helpful information on emergency operating 
procedures for the district on anything related to safety including active shooter, schools 
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closures, etc.  It details administrator responsibilities, staff responsibilities, nurse, counselors, 
and teachers.  The information varies depending on the topic.   

 

Humble ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 281-641-1000 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Humbel ISD will offer on-going training, including active shooter training, drills, and high-
quality emergency operations plans.  They will be updating security cameras. 
 

 

Katy ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 281-396-6000 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Katy ISD has a Safe School Parent Academy that meets once a month for 10 weeks to discuss 
different safety topics.  They have access control doors instead of keys, c-bond on windows, 
panic buttons at the front desks, and talk-a-phones at all the campuses (on playgrounds and 
back fields).  They will be putting a fence around all temporary buildings area at each school. 
 

 

Klein ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 832-249-4000 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Streets Smarts is training teachers, students, and pretty much anyone with an affiliation to 
Klein ISD with hands on skills on staying safe.  They trained all 7,000 employees on Run, Hide, 
Flight. 
 
 

 

La Porte ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 281-604-7000 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
LaPorte ISD has a Safety Security Committee that meets four times a year.  
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Pasadena ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 713-740-0108 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Pasadena ISD is in the process of converting schools to card reader systems, as well as adding 
vestibules. 
 

 

Royal ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 281-934-2248 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Royal ISD has additional upgraded cameras to better assist with school surveillance.  Each 
school officer will have the capability to pull up cameras for all the campuses on their cell 
phones.  They are also providing body cameras to their officers. 

 

Spring ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 281-891-7000 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
The Spring ISD Police Department received recognition status from the Texas Police Chief's 
Association Recognition Program on July 6, 2015 for complying with 164 Texas Law 
Enforcement Best Practices.  They will be increasing police patrols and visibility in and around 
their schools by identifying feeder patterns, use Strategic Crime Analysis to identify 
unwanted crime patterns and trends that influence the learning environment in our schools, 
and they will monitor social media. 
 
 
Spring Branch ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 713-464-1511 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Spring Branch ISD will be implementing the Crime Stoppers Student Ambassador Program 
and Next Generation Training to assist with social media concerns.  
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Tomball ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 281-357-3100 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Tomball ISD will be adding vestibules and continue training on Run, Hide, Fight. 
 

 

Waller ISD 
 
Main Contact Number: 936-931-3685 
 
What changes are new for the approaching school year regarding safety? 
Waller ISD is working on installing card reader system in their schools and continuing safety 
efforts. 

 

About Crime Stoppers’ Safe School Program 

Since 1997, Crime Stoppers’ Safe School Program has been keeping Greater Houston Area 

school campuses safe by providing students with a safe and anonymous way to report crime 

and potential dangers on their campus and community. In addition to our tip line [713-222-TIPS 

(8477)], we offer free safety programs to students, school staff, parents and law enforcement. 

Programs include Safe School 101, Internet Safety, and Reporting Recognized and Disclosed 

Child Abuse and Neglect. The program currently engages and educates students from 

kindergarten through high school in Greater Houston Area school campuses, including private 

and charter schools. 

In 2014 alone, outreach through the Safe School Program reached over 8,597 students, and 

directly resulted in over 36 solved cases including the removal of illegal drugs and 7 weapons 

from our schools. Since 1997, our Safe School Program has reached over 940,000 students, 

solved over 1,772 cases and removed over 257 weapons from our children’s school campuses. 

For almost 20 years, Crime Stoppers, an independent 501c3 not for profit, has been in the 

schools talking to our children about keeping their schools safe. They listen to us, respond to us 

and trust us.  It’s now time that the conversation grows and more parents and school 

administrators get involved.  It’s our job to come together to keep our children safe at school.   

 

For more information, visit http://crime-stoppers.org/programming/safe-school-program/.   

http://crime-stoppers.org/programming/safe-school-program/
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https://www.schoolcounselor.org/school-counselors-members/careers-roles/state-school-

counseling-mandates-and-legislation 

https://txssc.txstate.edu/tools/emergency-management-toolkit/safety-security-standards/ 

http://www.raptortech.com 

http://houston.adl.org/noplaceforhate/ 

https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/schoolhealth/sdhac.shtm 

http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/schoolhealth/schnursnursingpractice.shtm 

http://knowyourix.org/title-ix/title-ix-the-basics/ 

https://www.pta.org/files/State_Laws_Report.pdf 

 

https://www.schoolcounselor.org/school-counselors-members/careers-roles/state-school-counseling-mandates-and-legislation
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/school-counselors-members/careers-roles/state-school-counseling-mandates-and-legislation
https://txssc.txstate.edu/tools/emergency-management-toolkit/safety-security-standards/
http://www.raptortech.com/
http://houston.adl.org/noplaceforhate/
https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/schoolhealth/sdhac.shtm
http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/schoolhealth/schnursnursingpractice.shtm
http://knowyourix.org/title-ix/title-ix-the-basics/
https://www.pta.org/files/State_Laws_Report.pdf

